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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON. 


Romans vit. 9—“ Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, He is none of his.” 
[ Concluded from page 134. ] 


Ir we wished to describe the spirit that is not of Christ, but of the 
world, we would do it, by taking these words of Paul, and blotting out 
not and never where they occur, and write them in the proper places, 
where they do not. We should then have an excellent picture of human 
nature in genuine colors; and that which is mortifying in the extreme, 
the portrait would appear to be taken, for many that profess the religion 
of the benevolent Saviour. The difficulty of knowing whether we pos- 
sess a forgiving temper is not great. What evidence have we that Paul 
or John entertained malignant feelings towards any. They had no room 
in their amiable hearts for any such comparison. They were free from 
them. As it is perfectly easy to find the ample proof of their benevo- 
lence, it is just as easy to find the same for our wantof it. It is not to 
be presumed that any one is fortunate enough to have no enemies in our 
times especially, when every body interferes with the business of his 
neighbour. The various ways of being injured in our property, our per- 
son, Our reputation, are so many that none can escape injuries. I will 
not inquire how you acted, when the violence of your passion, set on fire 
by the recent blow, prompted you to retaliation ;---but how do you re- 
gard the wrong doer now that the ebullutions of fury have yielded to 
time and reflection. Does the sting yet rankle and fester in your bosom, 
and do you, upon seeing your enemy, feel a return of the malignant 
thoughts he formerly excited in your minds. If so the inference is too 
plain ; you have not the spirit of Christ, you are yet in the gall of bitter- 
ness and bond of iniquity. You are yet chained down from the grace of 
God, by that carnal strength of wickedness, whose fruit and consumma-~ 
tion are death. Behold the Saviour of the world persecuted from city to 
city, ‘“‘ despised and rejected of men.” Great and small uniling their 
impious forces to work the destruction of him who never did them any 
harm, but on the contrary much good. See him finally extended on the 
cross ; and hear his dying prayer for the pardon of his enemies, and then 
blush for thy unforgiving temper. 

The injunction to forgive our enemies repeated so often during his life, 
and thus sanctioned by his example on the cross, as it is peculiar to 
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162 A Sermon. [Sept- 
Christ, is by many regarded as the seal of the divinity stamped upon 
via mission, None but the incarnate God could ever think of making 
a principle so much at variance to all established opinion and practice, 
an essential fundamental constitution of religion, As no mortal man 
could, because of the difficulties attending upon it, have insisted upon it; 
so nothing but the absolute necessity of the case, could have induced 
Jesus Christ to make it part of hissystem, If the difficulty of changing 
the nature of man so far as to make him forgive, and even love his ene- 
mies, could be seen prior to experience, how clearly must we see the 
same thing, who to a study of the general passions of men, as they exist 
in the world, can add the experience of eighteen centuries to our own 
observation? Upon the enunciation of this doctrine of Christ there were 
found, and still are found multitudes professing themselves charmed 
with the God-like rule, their sympathy goes no farther. They prove 
themselves incapable of imitating that which they affect to admire so 
much. 

Of all the difficulties we met in endeavoring to follow the footsteps of 
the great captain of our salvation, the forgiveness of our enemies is by 
far the greatest. We also live in times, when we worship under no re- 
strictions, save those which the Gospel lays on our consciences, some- 
times wonder at the patience and courage of those holy men, the Martyrs 
of the Church, whom cruel persecutions condemned to lingering tor- 
tures and violent deaths. As every man who enters heaven, goes there 
after having his virtue tried, with the searching scrutiny of a refiners 
fire ; this was the means God chose, to put their faith and piety to the 
text. Let us not think our life an easier one than theirs. Others may 
have a different opinion, but it seems to me that patience under the com- 
mon ills of life, is more difficult to attain than the contempt of death 
exhibited by the Martyrs. Warmed by the prospect of bliss in the bosom 
of Abraham, finding this world unworthy of their piety and benevolence, 
offended at their virtues, it naturally fell in with the desires of their 
hearts, to depart and be with Christ. Our reward is more distant, but 
full as certain, and the duties we are called on to discharge, are not sus- 
tained by any one principle of our nature, save that rare and precious 
principle, the love of God; which is with little propriety called a princi 
ple of human nature. Though all men are much indisposed to the for- 
giveness of enemies, yet the usual difference is found in their character, 
in this, as in other things, There are some who never can forgive an 
enemy, or an injury; whose malice instead of wasting away with time, 
gathers fresh food every day, nay, every year, to pamper its insatiable 
appetite—people of this bloody disposition can never glut their ven- 
geance, Likethe Roman Emperor of infamous memory, they wish all 
their enemies had but one neck, and they the power to strike it asunder, 
that may feel the demoniacal sweets of revenge to the fall extent of their 
malignant natures. In our times of vicious mediocrity, when men neither 
display the abominable vices, nor on the other hand, the illustrious vir- 
tues of some Roman Emperors, we do not hear any reiterate this mon- 
strous wish. In our times malignant passions expend themselves in war, 
in the pride and circumstance of glorious wars among nations, and in- 
thousand: shameful feuds-ainong people of the same community. 
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As in wars both parties say, and perhaps by giving themselves up to 
an overweaning selfishness, and contempt for the rights of others, be- 
lieve themselves right, so in those private quarrels, which disgrace our 
religion, and ruin all our hopes of heaven, there must be always one side 
in the wrong, most commonly both. 

There is no excuse for a man who does not discover that he is in the 
wrong, and by a generous, or rather a Christian avowal of his error, 
open the way to be reconciled to hisenemy. butas no man is a proper 
judge of anything that touches his estate, person, or vanity, there is an 
absolute necessity of abiding by the injunction of Christ. And the only 
course that of a manifest, real, unaffected seeking after reconciliation, 
forgiveness, and oblivion. For the distinction between forgiveness, 
and forgetting wont bear scrutiny. And if proverbs are generally the 
result of the common wisdom of mankind, we allude to a proverb here, 
which is the result of the common corruption, and malice of human na- 
ture —* We can forgive, but we cannot forget.’” Under so shallow a 
veil do we attempt to hide unrelenting passion by not following the 
injunction of Christ, if you can save your consistency, you may win the 
applause of men; but consider that to be your reward ; the remuneration 
for the loss of your souls. As youare ashamed to imitate the most ex- 
cellent part of his religion, you cannot be disappointed at the day of 
judgment to find him ashamed to say of you “ well done faithful servant,” 
in the presence of the Holy Angels. 

You are right in looking upon a forgiving temper, as a degrading 
meanness unsuited to the sublimity of your character. I say you are 
right, for as the majority exercise a despotic power over public opinion, 
and as publie opinion has pronounced patience under evils to be mean- 
ness, according to the principle of public opinion you are right. But 
public opinion and religion, are antagonistic powers waging au eternal 
war with each other. Public opinion goes in Scripture under the name 
of the world, the fashion of the world, the flesh, the carnal mind. De- 
votion to it is called a love of the world, and the things of the world. By 
changing the names we do not change the nature of things. And, we, 
who live at a time, when no man dare do any thing, think any thing, say 
any thing, condemned by public opinion, have not courage enough to 
face this terrible monster. We must have him, or what is the same thing, 
party and faction breathe upon us, or we expire instantly in agonies of 
shame, 

People of fashion, or gentlemen if you please, say they have a much 
nobler scheme to regulate their mutual intercourse, than the lowest vul- 
gar. We have no disposition to trace out the points of resemblance, or 
difference between the two scales; or to interrupt the complacency with 
which the former contemplates the superiority of theirs. But by the au- 
thority of Christ, who teaches us to say in our daily prayers “forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who trespass against us’’-—I tell you, who 
possess his religion, that you must have a scheme different from both. 
In this religion rich and poor stand on the same ground; in this capacity 

you are neither rich, nor poor; but sinners against God, called upon to 
study the way to his throne. Walking in it peaceably and humbly, con- 
sider that when you come to his bar to be judged, you will be suppli- 
cants for that mercy and forgiveness, which you are now warned to 
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164 Report of the Missionary, &c. [Sept. 
extend to all, that sin against God and you. ‘“ There with all your 
imperfections on your head,” you will utter this prayer for the last time, 
‘“ forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.’ 
The Judge will answer you immediately, and according to the tenor of 
your petition. You will hear his voice. If from the bottom of your 
heart, you for the love of Christ forgive your enemies, you will be taken 
to heaven. If not, the dreadful sentence follows, depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity, I never knew you—which Christ forbid. Now to 
God, the Father, Son and Spirit, the Eternal King of Heaven and 
earth, be glory forever. Amen. 


—-Sse— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Report to the Board of Managers of the Charleston Protestant Episcopal Female Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, by the Missionary of St. Stephen's Chapel, from Jan, 


10th, to July 5th, 1841. 

Respected Ladies,—Since your present Missionary entered upon his 
duties, there have been within his Mission, 16 baptisms, 5 marriages, 
and 7 burials. There are at present 91 white, and 12 coloured commu- 
nicants—total 103. Of those who once communed at St. Stephen’s, 9 
have gone to other of our Churches in the city—I left the city on 
account of ill health—3 died, and 2 been advised to withdraw from the 
communion. ‘There was recently confirmed by the Bishop, 5 white, and 
2 colored persons; of these two had previously communed, and two 
others have done so since ; the other three would also have communed, 
had not their health, and the state of the weather, prevented their being 
present at our last communion season. There are at present a few others 
preparing for that sacred rite, who will probably be presented at the 
time of its administration in your other Chapel. In regard to candi- 
dates for confirmation, your Missionary feels himself bound by the 
Rubrics of the Church—by her instructions in the ‘ order of confirma- 
tion” —by his own conscience—and by considerations of expediency and 
propriety, not to present any to the Bishop, who do not purpose receiving 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at the very next opportunity, and 
are notin his judgment prepared so todo. In consequence of sickness 
in his family—repeated personal indisposition—and his physical inabili- 
ty to endure the fatigue of so much walking—your Missionary has paid 
only 431 visits. Having recently procured a small horse, he hopes in 
future, by the blessing of God, to accomplish more in this very impor- 
tant branch of his duties. There are in connexion with St. Stephen’s 
Chapel, 100 white, and 3 coloured families ; besides 89 white and 9 col- 
ored individuals of families—most of them residing in different houses. 
In those families there are, as well as I have been able yet to ascertain, 
about 200 children of and under 14 years of age. To provide for these 
children the means of obtaining fuller and better instruction, both reli- 
gious and secular, than many of them now enjoy, is an object well worthy 
the serious consideration and persevering exertions of every member of 
your board, and of every friend of your benevolent and Christian enter- 
prise, There is no single means, your Missionary feels persuaded, 
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which holds forth under God, greater promise of rapidly advancing, and 
permanently securing the prosperity of your Mission. Let there only 
be a Parochial School established in connexion with the Chapel, design- 
ed only for the children of those who worship there—with conscientious 
and pious instructors—and with prices of tuition accommodated to the 
circumstances of the parents—and at no distant period, he confidently 
believes, would your board be compelled to enlarge the field of their 
Operations—so great would be the number of parents pressing for ad- 
mission to your Chapel, that they might secure to their children the 
advantages and blessings of such an institution. There is nothing in 
which the heart of your Missionary is more deeply interested than this ; 
noris there any thing that would afford him more real delight than to 
superintend a school of this kind. But sorry is he to say that the minds 
of his congregation do not appear prepared at presentto do any thing 
themselves towards the accomplishment of this most desirable object. 
In accordance with the recommendation of the Committee of our Con- 
vention, he preached a sermon upon the subject, and appointed collectors 
to apply tothe members of the congregation for such aid as they might 
be able and disposed to give. From their circumstances in life, it was 
not expected that they should do much—but the hope was entertained 
that even of their penury they might give enough to evince an interest 
in the object, and thus afford strong ground on which to rest an appeal to 
their more favoured brethren in their behalf. Such, however, has not 
been the case ; whether owing to an entire indifference to the subject, 
or to the severe pressure of the times, he has not yet been able person- 
ally to ascertain. But they have given so little as to induce the present 
belief, that if ever they are brought to appreciate an institution of the 
kind, they must, through the charitable exertions of others, be first made 
to experience in a measure its blessed and happy effects. Are there not 
then, he would most affectionately and earnestly ask, more friends to 
your cause, who might be induced to follow the example of one, who has 
so nobly manifested her interest in the generation of the needy, and con- 
tribute of their substance a few such liberal gifts ($500) towards this 
object? That many have the adzlity so to do, he cannot doubt, and that 
they might have the wz/l he would pray them consider what a monument 
of lasting praise, they may thus raise for themselyves—how many of the 
lambs of Christ’s fold, they may thus be the means of nurturing unto 
life eternal. 

In our Sunday School there are 15 female, and 3 male teachers. A 
complete register of the scholars has not yet been made. There are, 
however, in attendance the average number of one hundred. 

The contributions of the congregation have been 





For expenses of the Chapel, : - - $26 50 
‘“* Missions, - - - - - 5 66 
mS upaee from Sunday School, — - - - Il 123 
** Communion Alms, - - - - 88 00 

Making in all, - - - - $131 284 


From individuals there has been received the sum of $25 00, and 
from other congregations, the sum of $47 00. These sums with the 
Communion Alms have furnished aid to twenty-one needy individuals. 
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Besides the sums above mentioned, there has been a collection taken 
up after each night service ; the amount of which being designed to de- 
fray the expenses attending that service, and contributed in a good 
measure by members of other congregations, it is thought unnecessary 
to mention. 

The Chapel was opened at night the first Sunday in June, and 
by the help of some of his brethren in the Ministry, there has been 
divine service there regularly until last Sunday, when your Missionary 
was necessarily absent. ‘These services have been very well attended, 
especially by coloured persons, and he cannot but hope, that they may be 
blessed to the souls of many, who otherwise might be spending the even- 
ing of God’s holy day in unprofitableness, if not in the open ways of 
sin. It has caused your Missionary no little regret, that he should have 
acted in this matter contrary to the judgment of some of your Board 
respecting its expediency. He has, however, acted conscientrously—the 
way in which you doubtless all agree, and wish that he should ever act— 
and therefore he feels persuaded, that even those who in judgment differ 
from him, will not withhold their prayers for the divine blessing upon all 
who assemble inthe house of God on such occasions. 

Soon after your Missionary entered upon his duties, it was judged ab- 
solutely necessary by the Committee of Superintendence, that the 
Chapel should be entirely new roofed. This has been done, at a cost of 
$534 67—under a contract warranting that it will not leak for five years. 
The expense attending this work—as you will see by the Treasurer’s 
Report herewith sent-——has been all defrayed, except $153 06. That so 
much of this has been already paid, we are indebted chiefly to your 
Board—to the working Society of St. Michael’s Church—and to the 
untiring and zealous exertions of a female member of the congregation 
in making collections for the purpose. Besides what remains due upon 
the roof, the Report of the Treasurer, shows other debts resting upon 
us—amounting in all with that remainder, to $336 06—deducting a few 
dollars which have been collected for paying the organist. To meet the 
payment of this debt the Committee will not cease their exertions, but 
we cannot forbear through the medium of this report, suggesting to 
those friends of the Mission, who may not yet have contributed any 
thing towards this object, that their aid will be thankfully received, and 
is very desirable, that we may have the satisfaction of feeling and know- 
ing that our “* Free Chapel” is free from debt. 

Your Missionary has continued to meet the Bible Class weekly, and 
the Communicants monthly, as his predecessor in the Mission did. In 
regard to the Bible Class, he feels encouraged ; but for several reasons 
he is led to doubt the expediency of continuing the preparatory meet- 
ings with the Communicants—chiefly because the subjects proper to be 
brought before them on such occasions, are such as should also be brought 
before the whole congregation, and because the engagements of many 
of the Communicants are such as necessarily to prevent their attendance 
upon such a service in the week. He thinks therefore in future to sub- 
Sutute a Preparatory Sermon on the Sunday preceding that on which 
the Communion is 10 be administered. The working Society have— 
except when circumstances prevented—continued their meetings; but 
are at present much discouraged in their efforts, by their being unable to 
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dispose of the articles, which they make. Your Missionary, when pre- 
sent, has read to them something on the subject of Missions ; but regrets 
that other pressing engagements have frequently required his absence 
on the usual afternoon of their meeting. It is deemed proper to advert 
in this Report, toa most serious annoyance to which both the Minister 
and Congregation of St. Stephen’s are subjected Sunday after Sunday — 
by the passing and repassing of carriages to, and from the lower City 
Churches. With all respect and affection, yet with the utmost seri- 
ousness, your -Missionary would request the owners of such vehicles to 
turn to and read, and solemnly consider our Saviour’s language—Matt. 
7:12; and then ask themselves individually—‘ Do not J—however 
thoughtlessly, yet actually—break this commandment every Sunday— 
even while on my way to the house of God ?”’ 

In regard to the Spiritual Condition of his charge—your Missionary 
has cause both to rejoice and to be sad: To rejoice that a few have re- 
cently turned to the Lord, and that a goodly proportion of those who 
bear his name, seem to be walking in Ais fear and growing in grace and 
holiness: To mourn that so many continue regardless of their best and 
highest interests—so many absent themselves from a regular attendance 
at public worship, and especially from “the solemn feasts’—and that it 
it has been made his painful duty to enforce the discipline of the Church 
against a few. Believing the command “ Do this in remembrance of 
me”’ to be one, which the Christian should feel himself sweetly drawn 
to observe at every opportunity for so doing; he is ever troubled and 
grieved in spirit when any one is absent who should be around the 
‘“ Table of the Lord”’—let the cause of his absence be what it may: but 
especially grieved when the condition and course of any are such as to 
compel him to say to them—‘ come zo# to that holy table.” May our 
good Lord quicken and revive his work in the hearts of all the members 
of this portion of his fold, and bring them every one to esteem the Com- 
memoration of His Dying Love, as in truth it is, the highest and most 
delightful Christian Privilege. 

In conclusion, your Missionary commends himself, his charge, and his 
work, to your earnest and unceasing prayers. 


Respectfully, 
THOMAS ©. DUPONT. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Report to the Board of Managers of the Charleston Protestant Episcopal Female Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, by the Missionary of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, 
Cherleston Neck, from 28th March, to July 4th, 1841. 


Respected Ladies,—Your Missionary begs leave to lay before you, the 
following statements connected with the Mission :---Baptized 1 white 
adult, and 1 white child; solemnized 1 marriage, (colored ;) buried 2 
white adults. There are 9 white communicants belonging to the Chapel, 
and of the whites who formerly communed there, 3 attend in the city, 
lL proved unworthy, and 1 left the city for Boston. The number of col- 
ered communicants belonging to the Chapel isten. There are 25 fami- 
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lies (white) properly belonging to the Chapel, besides many others that 
attend occasionally. Four families formerly regular attendants of the 
Chapel, left the city for Europe, and 1 for the North. There are 8 col- 
ored families belonging to the Chapel. 

We have a morning Sunday School for white and colored children. 
The number of scholars belonging to the former is 66; and that of the 
latter is 22. Total number of morning Sunday scholars is 88. There 
are in this school 4 female, and 3 male teachers, including the Mis- 
sionary and the superintendent. ‘The school is opened and closed with 
prayer from the Office of Devotion provided by our Sunday School union. 
The scholars recite from the bible, and books of our general institution. 
The portion of scripture committed is explained, a psalm or hymn sung, 
and the psalms of the day are read (the scholars taking their part) to 
enable them to respond correctly during public service. The Missionary 
has under his sole charge a school for colored persons every Sunday af- 
ternoon, immediately after divine service. The Church catechism is 
taught, scripture explained, hymns and collects are committed to memo- 
ry. The catechism for colored persons set forth by our Diocesan Con- 
vention is also used, (the Missiouary reading out question and answer, 
and the scholars generally repeating the answer with one voice,) and it 
is for the most part found to be well suited to the capacities of those for 
whom it was intended. ‘There are at present, 73 scholars (50 females 
and 23 males) 40 of whom generally attend. With God’s blessing, much 
good may be expected from this school, as it will likely serve to remove 
the prejudices against our Church which are held by a large portion of 
our colored population. Very lately, it was said to me, that the Chapel 
was not intended forthe blacks. The attendance of this class upon our 
services at the Chapel, has already improved the seats allotted them on 
the lower floor---being frequently filled. 

Believing that the success of this station greatly depends upon frequent 
visiting, | have devoted much time to it, having made among my charge, 
three hundred and odd visits. I often read scripture and tracts to indi- 
viduals, who from ignorance and want of time, could not examine for 
themselves, and humbly trust, that the seed which has been sown (though 
in weakness) will in God’s own time spring up, and bring forth an abun- 
dant harvest. { have already been cheered by a striking evidence of 
God’s blessing upon humble efforts. During a visit to one of my charge, 
I met with an individual who upon being asked, declared that he was not 
a member of Christ’s Church, and never expected to be, as she had never 
yet found a body of Christians with whom she could connect herself, for 
many professed, but few acted their part faithfully. I endeavored to 
convince her, that the unfaithfulness of others would not excuse her from 
performing her part, and that unless she repented, and returned at once 
to God, her situation would preve dangerous. I gave her a tract, with 
the expectation of never again seeing her, as she was a stranger, and 
expected soon to leave the city for the North. A short time after, the 
said person met me at the Chapel after divine service, declaring “ Sir, I 
think I can now say, that your God is my God---do visit me, I am anx- 
lous to comply with my duties---I wish to be baptized.” I accordingly 
Visited her often, prayed frequently, and after due preparation, had the 
pleasing satisfaction of admitting her to the sacred ordinance of bap- 
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tism, before the congregation of the Chapel, and have reason to hope, 
that the once self-confident, and mistaken neighbor, will prove a zealous 
and faithful member of Christ’s Church here, and above all, a happy 
subject of his kingdom hereafter. 

I have often been struck with the force of the suggestion made to 
you, by the late excellent Missionary of St. Stephen’s Chapel, on the 
subject of providing an asylum for erring females, who desire to turn 
from their evil ways. Such a provision might prove the means of res- 
cuing many from destruction, who without an opportunity allowed them 
by their fellow men of again pursuing the paths of rectitude, loose all 
hopes of being again respected, and give themselves up to all that is 
vile. The need of such assistance was brought forcibly to me by a 
late circumstance. I met with an individual who had been led to sin 
and deserted. To all appearance she seemed truly contrite, but des- 
paired, knowing that she was lost in the estimation of the world, hav- 
ing as she said, no opportunity of again regaining the good will of the 
upright. I endeavored to persuade her that there is yet hope for a 
restoration to the good opinion and wishes of her fellow men, if she 
would sincerely repent, and persevere in well doing, and I especially 
endeavored to assure her that she might enjoy our Lord’s favor, since 
his language is—** Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow, though they be like crimson, they shall be as wool’—* come 
unto me all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” —‘‘ Go and sin no more.” God grant that she may take heed, and 
share the favor of her Lord. 

A neat and commodious book case has been purchased for the use of 
St. John’s, through the exertions of two ladies of the Chapel, who cheer- 
fully volunteered to raise (through subscription) the necessary amount. 
On the book case is placed this inscription, ‘“‘ What saith the scripture” 
toremind us of the duty of rejecting such works, as cannot bear the 
test of that sacred volume. A gentleman of the congregation having 
kindly agreed to serve as our Librarian, we must hope that the liberal 
will provide us with means to increase our present limited number of 
library books. 

The organist kindly continues his services, and is assisted in singing 
by some ladies and gentlemen of the congregation. The number of 
worshippers at the Chapel has gradually increased, but the attendance 
must necessarily be very fluctuating, as there are many who remove to 
and from the city. 

Many bibles, and alarge number cf tracts and prayer books have 
been distributed. There are some candidates now preparing for bap- 
tism and confirmation. Trusting that you will remember me and my 
charge in your prayers, I remain yours, respectfully, 


ALEX. W. MARSHALL. 
—_—_—So--- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


LETTER TO A YOUNG FRIEND. 
My dear young friend.—A sincere interest in your spiritual welfare, 
which I know you will admit, that I do entertain; and an apprehension 


that your example may influence, not advantageously, in the particular 
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to which I am about to advert, your friends, and more particularly the 
younger members of your own family, are my motives for writing you 
this letter. I am told youare in the habit of uniting in public worship 
onthe Lord’s day night, with a congregation other than that of which 
you area member. The expediency of a pastor calling his flock to a 
third service on the Lord’s day, is a question which I do not propose to 
discuss. I think every pastor is competent to decide it for himself. I 
am even willing to admit that a pastor may find it expedient to hold a 
third service for that portion of the people who cannot, or will not attend 
during the day, presuming of course that no other than an allowed form 
of service is used. I am not then about to find fault with any pastor, or 
any flock, or any people of his flock, but simply to remonstrate with 
you. Let me say then that I am surprised that itdid not occur to you 
that your pastor had no doubt turned his mind to the present subject, 
and that the very fact that he had no third service was full proof that he 
deemed it inexpedient, so far as his flock was concerned. Moreover his 
opinion on this, as on other points, was always accessible. The stand- 
ards of our Church too, though they do not forbid a third service, be- 
cause, as I said before, circumstances, in some cases, of which the 
*‘ Ecclesiastical authority” is the proper judge, may render it advisable, 
do not recommend it, make no provision for it, and thus impliedly dis- 
countenance it as a general custom; or in other words, while they give 
an express sanction to two services for public worship, are entirely 
silent as to a third one on any day. But you have a right to know my 
reasons for advising you to pass your Sunday night, a¢ home, and I will 
give them briefly, and without reserve: First, your attendance on pub- 
lic worship and instruction three times a day—or in other words, for so 
large a portion of the sacred day, will prevent the discharge, or cause a 
less satisfactory discharge, of the other duties of the Lord’s day. The 
other duties are private, or in the closet; and social, or in the family, as 
family worship and instruction, and teaching one’s children or servants. 
Now, if a large part of forenoon, and afternoon, and night, is passed in 
the house of God, is it not probable, yea, almost certain, that closet 
and parlour duties will be omitted or hurried over, or partially and in- 
sufficiently discharged. 

Secondly. You are not infirm by age or constitution, but I ask you, 
after the attendance on morning and afternoon services, are you so en- 
tirely free from fatigue that you can go toa third service, perhaps at a 
distance from your home, without danger of carrying a mind borne 
down by the earthly tabernacle? Is it certain that your prayers will be 
as little interrupted from the state of the physical nature, that your at- 
tention will be as wide awake, as would be the case if at home you were 
engaged in devotion, and in seeking religious knowledge? In this con- 
nexion, let me ask, does not the desire of a third service, on the part of 
yourself and others, induce ministers to undertake it, when otherwise 
they would not, and thus ruin their health, shorten their life, and inter- 
rupt the full discharge of their proper duties ? 

Thirdly. In 1 Cor. vii. 35, we are taught to take care “to attend 
upon the Lord without distraction.’ Now, is there not much danger of 
this distraction, at least in your case, and the circumstances of many 
others are like yours, for first it takes you at least fifteen minutes te 
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walk from the Church to your home, and as many more to go to the 
place of the third service—in the interval between afternoon and night 
services some refreshment is necessary, and family arrangements are to 
be attended to—after these deductions what space of time is left for re- 
flecting on what you have heard during the day, and for endeavoring to 

ut your mind into a frame for again seeking communion with God, 
and the teaching of his Church and Ministers. I should say more, if I 
was not fearful of being misunderstood, and I feel sure, that in your 
case little more is necessary than to set your mind upon atrainof re- 
flection on the importance of the private and family observance of the 
Lord’s day, while at the same time the duties of the sanctuary are not 


undervalued. These ye ought to do, and not to leave the other undone. 
PASTOR. 





eee) 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A brief examination of the proofs by which the Rev. Mr. Boardman 
attempts to sustain his charge, &c. by Bishop Doane, 1841.---The origin 
of this controversy may be briefly stated thus:—On the 27th day of 
December last, the Rev. H. A. Boardman, Pastor of a Presbyterian 
Congregation in Philadelphia, delivered a Lecture on Romanism in the 
United States. This Lecture was afterwards published; and in it the 
author took occasion to allude to the “ Oxford Tract Movement,” and to 
make the following charge. ‘‘ Unhappily a large and learned body of 
the clergy, (embracing the leading ecclesiastical teachers at the ancient 
University of Oxford,) have returned to some of the worst errors of 
Popery; and are employing both the pulpit and the press with prodi- 
gious efficiency, to give them currency among the people. This state of 
things in England must operate powerfully upon this country. The 
increase of Romanism there, can hardly fail of giving a fresh impulse to 
ithere. The Oxford Tract leaven is already beginning to work in our 
cities; and Roman priests are publicly felicitating their people on the 
progress their doctrines are making in the bosom ofa Protestant Church.” 

On the accidental discovery of this bold and unguarded statement by 
Bishop Doane, of New-Jersey, he addressed a letter to Mr. Boardman 
through the columns of the Banner of the Cross, calling upon him for 
proof of the grave charges thus uttered and printed by him, against a 
large body of the Clergy in England and the United States. In this 
letter the Bishop expresses a hope, that this imputation of Popery was 
made without consideration, and that upon a review of the subject, Mr. 
B. would see cause frankly to retract the allegation. To this letter Mr. 
B. replies in a pamphlet of 100 pages duodecimo, the first part of which 
is occupied with certain opinions of Protestant Episcopal Clergymen, 
Roman Priests, and periodical papers, which have taken the same view 
of the case as Mr. B. So far of course he proves nothing, but that such 
and such men have thought the Oxford writings tended to Popery, or 
have supposed their authors had some sinister design. Bishop Doane 
very justly objects to the relevancy of this mode of proof, inasmuch as 
the question was not what have A. B. and C. thought about the sub- 
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ject ; but how, when, and in what, can the Oxford writers be shown from 
their own works to have taught the “ worst errors of Popery.” The 
remainder of the pamphlet is very rambling, and very iilogical—-well 
got up to excite prejudice, but dealing very sparingly in proofs. 

Bishop Doane has replied in an octavo pamphlet of 163 pages, be- 
sides an appendix. In this he shows the exceeding unfairness of Mr. 
Boardman’s mode of argumentation—that he bas made many extracts 
from the Oxford writings, in such a manner as to destroy the connexion, 
and make them appear to mean entirely different from what they really 
do mean—that he takes a few words here, and a few there, and connects 
them by explanations of his own, which change their whole purpose 
and design, and that thus omitting all their strong and unqualified con- 
demnation of ** the worst errors of Popery,” by a miserable species of 
garbling, he has endeavored to fix upon the authors of the Oxford Tracts 
the imputation of favoring those very corruptions, which they have 
strongly, pointedly, unequivocally condemned. He besides, makes it 

robable, that up to the time of writing it Mr, B. had never read the 
works which he undertakes to charge as Popish ; but had taken his views 
entirely from the works of their opponents. By printing in every case 
the whole passage from which Mr. B, had taken a few disconnected lines, 
Bishop D. has shown the utter fallacy of his opponent’s inferences ; and 
proved to demonstration that whateyer errors these writers may hold, 
they do zot hold the worst errors of Popery. 

Indeed we consider the Bishop’s reply as a triumphant vindication of 
a much calumniated and abused set of men. Let it be understood that 
we do not undertake the advocacy of their principles—that as the Gos- 
pel Messenger has not yet thought fit to enter into this exciting contro- 
versy, we have no desire now to begin it. We go no farther than the 
ablest opponent* of the Oxford system, who says that the attempt to 
throw upon these men the imputation of Popery, is creditable neither 
to the understanding, nor to the candor of those who make it. Let them 
then be read, carefully weighed, and judged of as they deserve. But 
let us not by giving them an ill name preclude all possibility of fair- 
ness, candor, and a just judgment of the important subjects of which 
they treat. 

Bishop Doane has, in his former publications, been chiefly remarka- 
ble for apt and instructive quotations, for a beautiful play of imagination, 
and for a clear, impressive, sparkling and vivacious style. In this he 
has shown that he also possesses a keen and searching power of analysis, 
which allows no sophistry or weakness of his opponent to escape. 

The appendix contains Mr. Percival’s celebrated letter on the origin 
of the “Oxford conspiracy,” and arunning commentary on that most 
extraordinary production, the letter of the Romanist Bishop Kenrick to 
the Bishops of our Church, inviting them, one and all, just forsooth to 
turn Papists. The cool impudence of the thing is more amusing, than 
any thing we have met with for a long time. Bishop Doane shows it up in 
fine style. He makes it clear, that Dr. Kenrick, the “ Bishop of Arath, 
and coadjutor to the Bishop of Philadelphia,” is himself a schismatical 
intruder into a diocese pre-occupied by a Bishop of the Holy Catholic 


* Isaac Taylor—Ancient Christianity. 
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(not Roman) Church, and according to ancient canons, acknowledged 
even in the Roman Church, is obnoxious to the severest condemnation. 
Who ever wishes to see the craftiness of Romanist Bishops in this pre- 
sent 19th century, and in these same United States well exposed, will do 
well to read this commentary of Bishop Doane’s. 

A Discourse concerning Prayer, and the frequenting Daily Public 
Prayers, by Symon Patrick, D. D. sometime Lord Bishop of Ely. Ed- 
ited by Francs E. Paget, M. A. Rector of Elford, and Chaplain to the 
Lord Bishop of Oxford. New-York, D. Appleton § Co. 1841.—This 
work was noticed ina former number. But a very good book as this is, 
deserves to be recommended often, and by more than one person. This 
article from a correspondent is therefore welcomed by us, as we doubt 
not, it will be by our readers. 

This is one of several beautiful reprints, by the same enterprising and 
deserving publishers, of late English editions of old, and valuable theo- 
logical works. It is one of the most cheering indications of the favora- 
ble turn lately given to the public taste, that in a season of great com- 
mercial depression, acute and far-seeing publishers, should find it for 
their interest, instead of giving circulation to the trivial or erroneous 
productions, of which the last twenty years have sent forth hundreds, to 
issue beautiful editions of sound, and learned, and judicious works, by 
the divines of a former and better age. We take it for granted, that these 
works are sold and read, or they surely would not be issued with so 
pleasing a rapidity of succession. If so, they cannot but exert a most 
healthful and benign influence, in raising the standard of piety, in prop- 
agating old, and sound, and well tried Catholic doctrines, and in turning 
the attention of many, who have wandered from the “ Church of the 
living God,” to her ancient and scriptural formularies, and bringing 
them into communion with Saints, and Confessors, and Martyrs, and 
holy and devoted men of former days. 

Of these works perhaps none is more seasonable, or calculated to do 
more good, than * Patrick on Prayer.” For, we are sorry to confess 
the truth, that this is comparatively a prayerless age—compared we do 
not mean with the last age, but with those good old times, when hours 
were every day spent in private prayer, when the daily public service 
was frequented by numbers, and when it was thought no mark of piety 
to absent oneself even on a week-day from the public worship of Al- 
mighty God. 

This work treats of the nature and necessity of prayer, of the sense of 
all mankind about this matter, especially of our blessed Saviour, of the 
honor done us by God in admitting us into his presence, and of the great 
benefits, we receive by it. It shows that public prayer is the most ne- 
cessary of all, that God is most honored by it, that it is most advantage- 
ous to us, and most suitable to the nature of man, that the nature of a 
Church requires it, that our Saviour has taught this doctrine, which is 
confirmed by the practice of the Apostles and first Christians; and it 
treats of daily public assemblies and hours of prayer. 

To all who have been benefitted and instructed by Bishop Patrick’s 
writings (that is to all, who have with due care read, and meditated, and 
prayed over any one of them) it is unnecessary to say a word in commen- 
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dation of the work before us. To others it may suffice to say, that the 
sooner they make themselves masters of this, and the other admirable 
works of his lately reprintec, the better wiil it be for the soundness of 
their views in theology, and the firmness and steadiness of their growth 
in piety and Christian virtue. The following extracts may give our 
readers an idea of the style and manner, and devotional spirit of the 
book :—*‘* Such men (viz. the prayerless) are without God in the world ; 
estranged from the Father of their being, contemners of His most ex- 
cellent Majesty ; usurpers of His Sovereignty; that set up for them- 
selves, and live asif they were the original of all things; who stand in 
no need to be beholden to any one higher and greater than themselves. 
Guilty they are of the highest treason, because they refuse to pay the 
most natural and necessary acknowledgment unto the most High. They 
will not own Him as their Lord; nor make any significations of their 
dependence on Him; but use Him as if he were only a name ; to whom 
we owe aslight respect, but no solemn, constant, reverence and service. 
Lay this to heart, I beseech you, whosoever you be, that do not make it 
a most serious business of your life to pray unto God. Consider 
what you are; in what relation you stand to Him; and what a bold 
disowning of Him this is: that you may be humbled for it, and come and 
bow down yourselves, and kneel before the Lord your Maker; to beg 
His pardon for this contempt, to beseech His grace, and assure Him 
hereafter of your faithful service.” * * ‘ Never think of putting off 
your clothes to go sleep, before you have commended yourselves, and 
all yours unto His merciful protection; and reflected on his goodness, 
and thanked him for his mercies past ; and expressed your humble con- 
fidence in Him, for the time to come; and beseeched Him to make you 
fit, and willing to die, and to be for ever with Him. Business, I know, is 
the pretended impediment toall this. But is there any business of such 
moment, as that which we have with God? Or can any other be likely 
to succeed without His blessing ? Or have we the foolish confidence, to 
expect His blessing, and never ask it? Who is there that can say, his 
affairs in this world have suffered, by spending some time, in commending 
himself and them unto God ? Nay, what business is there that doth not go 
on the more cheerfully and prosperously, when we have reason to think 
that God is withus. According to that wholesome saying, ‘ Robbery 
never enriches ; Alms never impoverish; and Prayer hinders no work.’ 
Observe it ; asno man hath the more in this world, for what he gets dis- 
honestly, by theft or cheating; nor any man the less, for what he gives 
away, out of love to God and his poor brethren: so no man gains time 
for his business, by that which he robs God of, in not paying to him; nor 
loses he any time by that which he spends with God in this holy 
duty.” * * ‘'The heathen thought it sufficient to desire God to hear 
them; out of the love He bears to immortal spirits when they cry unto 
him. So I find one praying, in anancient Greek poet, whose words are 
these, ‘Hearken unto me, O Father, Thou great wonder of mankind: 
who takest a special care of an ever-living soul.’ But we have a great 
deal more to build our hopes upon; and may say: ‘Hear us, O Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who hast astonished us with the wonders of 
Thy love in Him: hear us, out of the love Thou. bearest unto the Son of 
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Thy love: hear us, for His sake; who laid down His life, to redeem our 
immortal souls; who lives for ever to make intercession for us. Thou, 
who hast bestowed already so surprising a gift without our. asking, hear 
us, and give us what we ask of Thee, when we ask it in His name, who 
gave himself for us, and hath assured us, that with Him, Thou wilt give 
us all things.’ ” 

“Tt was an admirable saying of Plutarch, in his discourse against an 
Epicurean: ‘ That a city may as well be built in the air, (Adv. Coloten,) 
without any earth to stand upon, as a commonwealth or kingdom be 
either constituted or conserved, without the support of religion.’ Take 
this away, and you take away the foundation on which the kingdom is 
laid ; and it can neither be erected, or being erected cannot stand, when 
this is gone. Now as religion is necessary to uphold states and king- 
doms, so the public exercise of it is as neccssary to uphold religion. 
Let the public assemblies cease, and religion will not stand. But we 
shall soon lose it, if we do not meet together to join in the common 
offices of it, and we shall soon be tempted to have the less concern for 
one another’s safety and happiness, when we are not tied together by 
the bond of one andthe same religion. In which when we heartily join 
to serve God, it makes us look upon one another as brethren, dear to the 
same God and Father of us all, and therefore dear to one another.” * 
* ‘Let the foregoing considerations be duly pondered, and they will 
persuade you, both out of love to God’s honor, and out of love to your 
own good, to join, as often as you can, your Prayers, Praises, and 
Thanksgivings, with the whole Church of God; and to make our as- 
sembles as full as you can, both on the Lord’s day, and every day of the 
week. Whereby you would declare your constant dependence on God, 
and acknowledge how ‘ He daily loadeth you with His benefits ;*’ and 
draw down public blessings in abundance, upon the Church and king- 
dom where you live; and do credit to our holy religion (which, alas, now 
looks in many places as if it were despised) and not only do credit to it, 
but both help to support it, and also promote and propagate it, to the 
honor and praise of the Almighty Lord of heaven and earth, ‘ unto 
whom be the glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, 
world without end.’” Amen. 

Such are short specimens of the reverent and holy outpourings of 
Bishop Patrick’s pious and loving heart. May his works, through the 
blessing of God, and the influences of the Holy Spirit, raise up a thous- 
and like himself, who may combine the profoundest classical and biblical 
learning, with the most active zeal, and habits of unsparing self-denial, 
and unwearied devotion with the most expanded charity. 


A Letter to the Right Rev. Patrick Kenrick, Romish “ Bishop of 
Arath, and Coadjutor of the Bishop of Philadelphia.” By William 
Rollinson Whittingham, Bishop of Maryland, 1841.—This is a discrim- 
inating, learned, eloquent, full, and yet concise dissertation, though it is 
modestly called aletter, on the chief points of difference between the 
Roman Catholic, and the American Catholic Church. It does not go 
into detail, but it gives an outline of what is called the Roman Contro- 
versy, refreshing to the memory of the student, a guide to the 
unlearned inquirer. It concentrates “ attention on points too much neg- 
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lected, and too little understood.” The cardinal point of our difference 
with Rome—-the marrow of our controversy with her relates to—* the 
great gulf” as Bishop W. calls it, is ‘* the promise or oath of true obe- 
dience to the Bishop of Rome, as successor of St. Peter, with power 
over all the Church, as the vicar of Jesus Christ.’’ To this gulf in the 
way to Union, Bishop Chase in his letter thus alludes: ** You tell us to 
look up tothe chair of the Pope—we reply we would rather look up to 
the throne of the true God.” He reminds the Papal Bishop that the 
martyrs died rather than submit to the usurpations of the self-created 
Pontiffs, advises him to read “ Dr, Barrows’ work on the Papal Supre- 
macy,” and declares that he considers it a great sin to acknowledge “ an 
earthly Spiritual Monarch, in calling the Pope our Master, when Jesus 
Christ is our only universal Bishop, as he the only was sent to the Apos- 
tles and first Bishops of the Church.” In his admirable charge entitled 
“the principles of the true Churchman,”* Bishop Hobart adverting to 
this same rock of offence says—* Let not Papal Supremacy, of which 
the primitive fathers uttered not a word, drive us from Episcopacy, the 
true principle of Church unity, into the usurped domains of the Bishop 
of Rome.” 

He whose study of ‘‘ holy scripture and ancient authors,” brings him’ 
to the conclusion that all Bishops are equal in rank, and therefore that 
each Bishop has jurisdiction exclusive of all other Bishops in his own 
diocese, cannot avoid assenting to the declaration in the letter before us, 
that the body in England and the United States of America, which pro- 
fesses obedience to the Roman pontiff is ‘‘a schismatic body.” It is 
charged with schism on another ground also, its departure from ‘ the 
faith once delivered tothe Saints,” for it sets forth as articles which must 
be received as indispensable to salvation, not those only which are read 
in holy Scripture, or can be proved thereby, but those which have no 
other foundation but the authority of the Roman Church. It is to these 
articles which were adopted by the Council of Trent, and form a part of 
the creed of the Roman Church, that Bishop W. refers to when he 
speaks of the ‘* Trentine schism.” And to these errors in doctrine, he 
further alludes as follows:—It is at once your misfortune and your 
advantage—your personal misfortune, and your corporate advantage— 
to combine Catholic truth with Roman error in one Mezerean com- 
pound, All the evidence—abundant and irrefragable—that supports 
the former, you have been taught to regard as pledged to the service of 
the latter. All the sympathy of every noble and holy tendency of our 
nature for the precious things that of old formed the treasures of the 
city of God, you cherish, for them indeed, but in what you think an un- 
distinguishable conglomeration with the rubbish and filth of man’s inven- 
tions.” * * * With all or almost all the ‘ depositum’ once committed 
to the keeping of the Church in your possession, your forefathers have 
daubed around a mass of untempered mortar to which you pertina- 
ciously cling.” * * “Tt is the worst feature of your schism, that its 
possession of the great body of Catholic truth enables it to palm off on 
the unsuspecting its own innovations, by thatname. Many of your own 


*This charge is now circulated here asa Tract. It ought to be read by every one 
= + oma to know the doctrine of our Church, in its middle course between Popery 
an issent. 
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members are more catholics than Romanists—more attached to the 
substructure of old truth, than to the motley fabric of modern growth : 
but they know not the difference, still less the fact that the Church, in 
full possession of what they value, without the burthen of what they feed 
to be a burthen, is in vigorous life at their very doors.” * * ‘You 
teach them sound doctrine about the authority of the Church, and then 
ask only the trifling concession in behalf of your sworn master, that the 
French.despot exacted of his people, “ L’etat, c’est moi,’”—The Church, 
itis Gregory XVI.” Resorting to the worst error of sectarianism, the 
deification of private judgment as an infallible criterion of truth, you 

resent a few isolated words of Scripture as warrant for putting a man 
in the place of our ascended Lord and Master as the one Head of the 
Church on earth—and the work is done. The judgment which was in- 
fallible to settle the claims of the “ Vicar of Jesus Christ,” must 
thenceforth be surrendered to his infallibility, and the proselyte, bound 
hand and foot, delivered over to a power which, forsooth, is ‘not abso- 
lute,” because “the divine revelation and law put limits to it whica 
none can remove ;” that revelation and law, meanwhile, being subject 
to its own infallible interpretation! and which is “ powerless against 
the truth,” having only the prerogative of determining what %s the 


truth !” 
Some of these errors of doctrine are described in Bishop Hobart’s 


charge as follows: 

1, The Romanist maintains the ability of the natural man, unassisted 
by supernatural strength, to do works which render it fit in God to be- 
stow grace, (works which “ deserve grace of congruity,” and which thus 
recommends him to the divine favor, 

2. He bows to created intercessors, to saints and images; and in- 
vokes in epithets of celestial dignity and sovereignty, the intercession 
of the virgin mother of the Saviour, in derogation of the sole and all-suf- 
cient mediation of her divine and blessed Son. 

3. He holds that the sacraments, and ordinances, and ministrations of 
the Church are available to salvation, opere operato, on account merely 
of the performance of them, in virtue of the work itself, and the inten- 
tion of the administrator. 

4. He lays an undue stress on external performances, and on his own 
works and endeavors, as means of obtaining the Divine Spirit, and sub- 
stitutes a round of superstitious observances, for “ righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 

5. He holds the unparalleled absurdity, the tremendous impiety, of 
changing, by literal construction of language evidently figurative, bread 
and wine into the body, soul, and divinity of his Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; of thus literally feasting on his Redeemer; and of bowing to 
these inanimate elements, and calling them his God, his Saviour. 

6. He makes the absolution of the Priest in the sacrament of pen- 
ance essential to the salvation of every individual. 

In contrast with the large creed of the Romanist—Bishop W. well 
remarks, ‘* the true Catholic is bound by no narrower rule than the old 
Catholic Creeds and the Four great Councils, or by those, except in so 
far as they may be proved, as we believe they can in all respects, by 
holy Scripture.” 


>) 
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It is in reference to such corruptions of and additions to *‘ the truth as 
it is Jesus,” that Bishop Chase speaks of “the corrupted creed of the 
Romish Church.” 

The familiarity of our author with history, both ancient and co-tem- 
porary, is evident from these valuable facts: ‘‘ The Churches of the 
Roman obedience in France, Spain, Germany and Russia, have 
been shaken almost to their foundations within the present centu- 
ry.” * * The ‘very rock on which,’ in your estimation, ‘the 
whole edifice of Christianity rests,’ is undermined and broken, at least 
in their and our judgment, by those same Oxford theologians.” * * 
“© Speculations on every part of the Trentine system have been put forth 
by Romanists in Germany, bolder and more foreign from the accredited 
expositions of that system, than any views of the Articles and Homilies 
which the famous ‘ No. 90’ may or may not contain, can be from our 
common standards.” 

Other extracts would instruct and animate our readers, but let us hope 
that they generally will read this excellent letter, and to such of them 
as desire further information on t¢és important subject, we take occasion 
to recommend: Percival on the Roman Schism; Odenheimer’s Offering 
to Churchmen; Faber’s Difficulties of Romanism; the Tracts, Who are 
the Catholics ; Protestants not guilty of misrepresentation ; A brief com- 
pilation by Archbishop Secker, &c. 
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SELECTIONS. 


BISHOP WHITTINGHAM’S FIRST ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION 
OF MARYLAND—Extrracts From IT. 


** To bim, (the late Rev. Mr. M‘Elheney) under God’s blessing, Mary- 
land will owe, what has as yet no precedent nor any thing approaching 
to rivalry in the history of the Church in these United States, a compe- 
tent endowment for the maintenance of her bishop, made within her 
own limits, by the zeal and liberality of her own sons, in a single year.” 
* * “A crowded congregation filled the beautiful and very commodi- 
ous edifice, and, as [ afterwards learned with pleasure, on that occasion 
began, what it has since continued, to conform with the general practice 
of the diocese to stand during the act of praising God in singing. The 
only two other congregations, so far as | have been able to learn, that 
had continued to sit, have since changed their practice; so that I may 
congratulate the diocese on having in this respect attained, what in many 
others it is very rapidly approaching, an entire and seemly uniformity in 
the beauty of holiness in divine worship.” * * ‘ Thanksgiving Nov. 
5th—I have been surprised and grieved to learn that this day, though 
a positive appointment of the Church, and duly observed in some par- 
ishes, is not generally so throughout the diocese. Surely ‘it becometh 
well the just to be thankful,’ and if the civil powers neglect their duty of 
grateful acknowledgment for public blessings to the giver of every good 
and perfect gift, there can be no excuse for concurrence in the neglect 
by Churchmen, whose Prayer Books so plainly admonish them of what 
they oughttodo.” * * “When just leaving Hancock the next morn- 
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ing, I received from the sick person a kind message, with a smal] sum of 
money, designated as a ‘thank-offering.’ It was indeed the cause as 
well as the fruit of thankfulness, for with glad heart I received it as the 
widow’s mite to be laid up in the treasury of the Lord for the mainte- 
nance of diocesan missions, and confidently anticipate that many a noble 
_gift from those whose heart the Lord has touched with like thankfulness 
for the spiritual blessings they enjoy, shall follow on in the list of mis- 
sionary contributions thus headed by ‘two dollars’ from a widow. As 
yet, bnt one other gift, bears it company, and that, too, was the unsolici- 
ted offering of the free heart of a pious woman.” * * ‘I was here 
surprised by an application for admission to Holy Orders by the settled 
pastor of a large Evangelical Lutheran congregation in the town; the 
Rev. John Kehler, having for twenty-one years of ministry in that de- 
nomination borne an unspotted name, and established a high character 
as a man anda minister of the gospel, declared himself unable longer to 
minister with a safe conscience without a sure commission, and at the 
greatest sacrifice of worldly interests, requested to be received a candi- 
date for such commission in the Church, Having satisfied myself of 
his honest attachment to our doctrine, discipline and worship, and 
obtained the most abundant evidence of his high standing in the com- 
munity, I gladly welcomed him to the bosom of our mother, and, his 
papers having passed the standing committee as early as it was practica- 
ble to get them ready, look, God willing, for the pleasure of admitting 
him to deacon’s orders within a few weeks from thistime.” * * “A 
notice by the rector of services designed for the colored population, 
afforded me an acceptable opportunity of expressing to the white con- 
gregation my sense of their responsibility to God for the eternal condi- 
tion of that much neglected portion of His heritage. Surely their blood 
will be upon the heads of those who suffer them to go down to the pit 
in brute ignorance or blind fanaticism, unwarned, untaught, unfed with 
the bread of life! Throughout the diocese, without exception, I have 
been happy to find a proper feeling on this subject, and a disposition to 
hear patiently, and approve admonitious to masters to discharge their 
duty to those whom God has made subject to their will; but it is lamen- 
table to see how little operative and practical this feeling i is, in the ma- 
jority of cases. A heavy burden lies on us, my brethren, both of the 
clergy and of the laity, until we do more, much more, than is now done, 
for the servile portion of our Church. I say, of our Uhurch, for not- 
withstanding their general preference of forms of worship in which 
their untutored, but warm hearts, find more excitement than in the sober 
majesty of our services, and in which too, perhaps, they get some slen- 
der spiritual nourishment better adapted to their capacities than we have 
yet generally taken the pains to provide for them, it is nevertheless no- 
toriously their practice almost universally to seek at our hands, for their 
little ones, the sacrament of the new birth, and thus to enrol them 
among those for whom we, my brethren of the clergy, have to give an 
account to God. Almost everywhere I have heard of times past, when 
they thronged the now deserted galleries of our Churches, and were 
glad to go up tothe house of God in company with their masters accor- 
ding to ‘the flesh, but brethren in the household of faith. Can those 
times not be restored 2 Doubtless, by faith, and prayer, and persever- 
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ing effort, they may, and I charge you before God, as ye will answer 
for it at the dreadful day, that the means be not left untried. I fear a 
withering curse if we continue, as in too many parishes we seem to be, 
in cold selfishness appropriating the blessings of God’s free word and 
ordinances to those who can pay for their enjoyment, and leave these, 
who are emphatically the poor to whom Christ came to preach the gos- 
pel, to perish in hunger, and cold, and nakedness without. By the 
gentle violence of patient, persevering love they must be compelled to 
come in, or we run the dreadful risk of hearing from the lips of Him 
who died for them as well as us, the blighting doom, “inasmuch as ye 
did it not unto the Jeast of these, ye did it not untome.” * * “I 
am particular to state these circumstances, lest by any accident a dis- 
torted knowledge of the facts might lead to the supposition that by my 
practice | had countenanced a violation of the salutary requisition of 
the Church, that baptism be publicly ministered before the congregation, 
except upon great cause and necessity. So far from it, that I cannot 
understand how the thing can be done with a safe conscience: and, were 
it not a matter of obligation, should for reasons of expediency hold 
myself bound to urge the administration of the sacrament in the mode 
prescribed.” * * “A large and attentive congregation partook in 
the services with much apparent interest. It added to my own, that 
some of the persons confirmed, were reclaimed from the errors of the 
Romish schism.” * * “A few liberal members of the Church in 
Washington County, were willing to purchase, and place at my disposal 
the well known delightful seat and noble mansion of Fountain Rock, 
about five miles from Hagerstown, provided satisfactory arrangements 
could be made for the establishment there of a diocesan school on the 
strictest principles of the Church, of a high literary character, and limit- 
ted toa moderaterate of charges. After the publication of the full and 
very able report that is spread upon the pages of your journal for 1837, 
it is quite unnecessary that I should enter into any statement of the rea- 
sons for engaging in such an undertaking. I did not dare refuse the 
opportunity that an apparently Providential coincidence laid open to 
me, and heartily closed with the very frank and enterprising offers of 
the gentlemen of Hagerstown-—offers to which, I have every reason to 
believe, they were instigated by the timely and energetic appeals of 
their young rector. For some time, the provision of a suitable manage- 
ment for the school cost me much anxiety and many fears and perplexi- 
ties. At last, by the blessing of God, they are in great measure removed, 
and I am able to promise, with entire confidence, that Maryland shall 
have at least one diocesan school inferior to none in the United States, 
and under government which the whole Church has already learned to 
admire and trust. Washington county provides the noble stone edifice 
and twenty adjoining acres of land. Teachers are secured abundantly 
competent to maintain the establishment once set on foot, and extend it 
to any desirable limits. All that will be asked of the diocese is the fur- 
nishment of the building, when complete, with the necessary goods, 
chattels, and apparatus. Inthe present incipient stage, it is thought best 
to make no permanent settlement of the property, which the purchasers 
still hold, But as soon as all things are ready, they stand bound to de- 
liverit tothe Bishop and Standing Committee, when duly authorised 
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and empowered to receive it. It is as yet uncertain whether the school 
shall be opened in November of the present year, or May, 1812; but 
the last named period is the latest contemplated. More than double the 
number of scholars required for opening were already offered, and I al- 
most daily receive applications on the subject.” * * ‘Here, too, as 
at Christ Church, and perhaps a dozen other Churches within the dio- 
cese, temporary robing-rooms have bven recently put up, by the simple 
contrivance of inclosure made by hangings. ‘The mention of such things, 
I know, sounds small; but they are not so, in their results. The min- 
utest arrangements that add to the decency, order, solemnity and signi- 
cance of divine worship are worthy of our attention; and their neglect 
is, if not the worst, yet a sure sign of decay in the vitality of the Church.” 
* * “The spirit of the Lord, I humbly trust, is with us, sowing seeds 
of faith and love that shall bring forth fruit more and more abundantly 
to the praise of His great name, in every part of our borders. Without 
exception, the parishes I have visited seem to be growing, more or less 
apparently, and with varying degrees of vigor, but every where in some 
degree, growing, in faith and holiness. May He who only can, stir up 
us who are put in trust with the word of life, to renewed faithfulness and 
zeal in dispensing it, and quicken you, brethren of the laity, to a sense 


of the nothingness of all other pursuits and ends, compared with that of 


the salvation of souls, for which Christ died! Amen! 


—l 


UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION. 


The great aim of the pamphlet (one lately published) is to vindicate 
the sovereignty of God in the partial redemption of his rational creatures. 
Those who enjoy the contemplation of God, the Father of the whole 
hnmau family, as selecting ‘‘ without any foresight of their faith or good 
works,” a portion of his children as his elected favorites, and consigning 
the rest of them toirremediable despair and death, will doubtless read 
the tract with pleasure, and we will not stop to discuss the matter with 
them, but it may not be out of place to ask if the prevalence of Univer- 
salism, Socinianism, and sundry modifications of infidelity may not be 
fairly traced to the efforts which have been made to establish the truth 
of a limited offer of the mercy and grace of a Divine Saviour. Where 
do we see the views just alluded to most earnestly and successfully put 
forward, but in those portions of our land where Calvinism has once held 
its most undisputed sway? For a long season it lost the most of its 
power, and the isms which followed the track of John Murray and oth- 
ers, have occupied the place, and now it would appear that the opinion is 
entertained by some, no doubt excellent and honest people, that the land 
which has been conquered from them is to be won back again by an 
early and earnest effort to restore the platform of their pilgrim fathers, 
and from them to proclaim those epinions which for many years past 
have been almost lost sight of. Be this as it may, we have to observe 
that if “the American Doctrinal Tract Society” wishes to convey an 
idea that this tract contains a doctrine which can in any fairness be called 
an American Doctrine, it will undoubtedly find itself mistaken. And 
there does seema great want of modesty and candour in any one de- 
nomination of Christians attempting to put forth its own peculiar views 
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of theological and scriptural truth, by a parade of the epithet American. 
If men wish to promulge Calvinistic interpretations of Scriptnre, let 
them do it. The ingenuous and open-hearted mode is always the best.— 


Utical Gospel Messenger. 
— i. 


THOUGHTS ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF SLAVES IN THE 
STATE OF VIRGINIA. 


The religious instruction vf servants has long been a subject of anx- 
ious concern to all sincere Christians. It has been often recommended 
by the Church of Virginia in her Conventions, and been the theme of 
frequent prayers, and meditations to many of her devout members. 

The relation of the master to the servant is one of parental character; 
as the parent is bound to see that his child is trained up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, that he is instructed continually in all the 
great truths and doctrines of the Christian religion, especially that he be 
made thoroughly acquainted with that great act of love which is the sole 
hope of man, as it is his duty to watch diligently over him through the 
ascending periods of childhood and youth, and even when arrived at 
manhood not to forsake, but to follow after him, with prayers and admo- 
nitions, to warn him against all vice, and to encourage to all virtue and 
godliness ;‘so is it the duty of the master to consider every child born in 
bondage to him as confided to his care by the great head of the Church, 
for whom he will be required to give account hereafter.~ He must re- 
member that these children are equally with those of his own body, the 
heirs of an evil nature, equally probationers for eternity, equally depen- 
dant upon religious instruction and guidance for final salvation, and are 
in equal danger of final perdition from the neglect of these means.) And 
having arrived at the period when men are usually trusted tu their own 
discretion, they are less prepared for this abandonment from a greater 
exposure to temptation, and greater weakness of character, whilst the 
master having more power to control the conduct of the servant during 
the years of maturity, thereby incurs a greater responsibility in his be- 
half. From this view of the relation of master and servant, it appears 
that the“following duties necessarily devolve upon the owners of slaves— 
that the children born in bondage to them should be early introduced 
by baptism into the bosom of the Church, made acquainted with the ex- 
istence of God their Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, with the nature 
and offices of the Triune Deity, with their natural depravity and need 
of a mediator, that they should hear daily some portion of the Scriptures, 
should be taught to pray, and have their tender minds impressed with 
the necessity of this duty, that the whole family of slaves should be as- 
sembled at least once each day to hear the Scriptures, and to offer up 
prayer and praise to Heaven, that the master should encourage, and 
even require his servants to attend some place of public worship, if 
practicable, on each Sabbath, and afford them every facility to that end, 
that he should watch diligently over their conduct, collectively and indi- 
vidually, rebuking and punishing vice, encouraging and rewarding vir- 
tue, ever keeping the fear of God before the eyes of his servants, and 
exhorting them to make the Bible the rule of their conduct, improving 
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the dispensations of providence to the good of their souls, and exercising 
his mind continually in devising such other expedients as shall promote 
this great end, meanwhile the master must see that his own conduct af- 
fords to the view of his servants a happy and attractive exemplification 
of the course recommended to them, whilst he maintains thorough sub- 
ordination by the exercise of all proper and necessary discipline, let him 
refrain from all inordinate complaining and threatening, let him admin- 
ister reproof and correction, without anger and violence, and always 
make it appear that the good of the offender is the chief end of the 
punishment. 

Hitherto we have spoken of masters regarded as individuals, we come 
now to those which devolve upon the Church of Christ. The Church 
lies under the most solemn obligation to its divine head to afford spiri- 
tual food to all the souls within its limits—so far at least as this can be 
effected by the diligent and faithful employment of all its resources. It 
has charge of all the congregations and families which dwell within its 
pale, and is most solemnly bound to look well to the spiritual condition 
of these objects of its care. Regarding the domestics of those families 
connected with her communion as forming a portion of the families, they 
become equally the subjects of her jurisdiction, and should be equally 
the objects of her love and care; her ministers are bound to consider 
these poor and despised ones, as no unimportant part of their charge ; 
their souls are to be regarded as precious in the sight of Heaven, and 
they should feel it one of their highest privileges to minister unto them 
in holy things. They should visit them, and preach to them in their own 
humble dwellings, affording religious instruction in the simplest and most 
unadorned language. If necessary they should even employ some of 
those Sabbaths usually devoted to the masters, always bearing in mind 
that these unfortunate beings are not less precious in the sight of God, 
and have been made equally the sabjects of their ministerial charge. It 
is the duty of the Church to keep this subject ever before the minds of 
those who minister at her altars, and enjoin its remembrance frequently 
and solemnly upon them.—Southern Churchman. 


OS 


ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 
From Rev. Dr. Jarvis’ Report. 


There can be, we apprehend, but one opinion in the Church as to 
the general principles of its educational system. No intellectual culti- 
vation can be safe, either for the welfare of the individual, or of civil 
society, unless it be accompanied by, and indeed based upon, religious 
cultivation. If our nation were united in those great principles of 
Apostolic faith and order which we hold as Churchmen, the education of 
all the children of the American republic, would assume a more exalted 
and perfect character, than any to which it can attain in the present di- 
vided state of religious opinion and practice. But unhappily, there is 
no prospect of religious union; and the question as regards our children 
is, shall they be deprived of the intellectual advantages offered by the 
Connecticut Public Schools, improved as they are likely to be by the 
untiring exertions of intelligent and experienced men, because they will 
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there have no religious instruction, and be exposed to the danger of in- 
fluences hostile to sound and primitive Christianty. The Committee 
deliberately answer, No. They do not indeed disguise from themselves 
the magnitude of this danger. It is confessedly great; but like all the 
other evils which intercourse with the world produces, it is to be met 
by correctives, and increased exertions on the part of parents, guardians, 
masters, sponsors and pastors. While the children attend the public 
schools, let the parents or other guardians, redouble their diligence to 
fortify the minds of their children against these extraneous impulses: 
Let mothers esvecially devote a portion of every day to religious in- 
struction, in hearing their children repeat “ the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Ten ‘Commandments, and all other things which a Chris- 
tain ought to know and believe, to his soul’s health.” Where the mothers 
are incapable of this, let it be done by those pious persons who acquire 
the right, and the privilege of parental supervision, by becoming spon- 
sors. Let masters instruct their apprentices, and above all, let the 
Clergy be active. Let the Sunday Schools be conducted entirely under 
the direction of the Parish Clergy, assisted by such persons as they may 
appoint for that purpose. Let them be careful to exhort parents to co- 
operate with them, and see that all the children of their parishioners 
attend punctually and steadily. Let it be understood that the lessons for 
the Sunday School are to be learned at home during the week, and that 
if they are not learned, the parents or other guardians are responsible. 
In this manner we may diminish an evil which we cannot entirely reme- 
dy. Let the Clergy of each Parish visit the public schools; and let it 
be known that they feel it to be their right and their duty to inquire if 
any measures are taken in them, by sectarian teachers, or by other chil- 
dren to lead astray the tender lambs of their folds). We have aright as 
Churchmen to guard our children; a right common to all, and generally 
recognized. Let us not from timidity, or from any other cause, refrain 
from exercising it. 

After children have passed beyond the common schools, the whole 
subject assumes a different aspect. Such of them as are destined for 
classical education, go next to Academies and Colleges. Let Churchmen 
patronize their own ‘institutions, All similar institutions are now by tacit 
and common consent, under the influence of particular denominations. 
If we send our children, where their religious faith is in danger of being 
perverted, we have no one to blame for it but ourselves. Let the Clergy 
exert themselves by persuasion and remonstrance, to induce the laity in 
their respective cures, nor to sacrifice to convenience or to fancied in- 
tellectual advantages, the spiritual welfare of their children. Let there 
be if possible in each County, an Episcopal Academy or other school 
established; and let these serve as preparatory schools to Washington 
College. Let the College obtain that place in the hearts of Connecticut 
Churchmen, which it deserves tohave. Let it be made the center from 
which sound Church principles shall emanate through the whole Diocese. 
Let us by united efforts make it what it ought to be ; and we shall soon 
perceive by its reflex action, the vigour which under God’s blessing it. 
will diffuse through the Diocese. Nay further ; from the influence of @ 
Connecticut population flowing constantly into the new States of our 
union, the Church at large is interested in supporting our institutions. 
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The Episcopal Academies and Schools, and Washington College are 
situated at the very springs of emigration. In proportion as sound 
Church principles are extended in Connecticut, a healthier stream will 
flow, and flow more abundantly so as to make glad the city of our God. 
In conclusion, the Committee recommend to the Convention to adopt 
the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That it be recommended to all parents, guardians, and 
masters who have apprentices entrusted to their care, and sponsors who 
by the consent of parents have presented their children for Holy Bap- 
tism that they redouble their care and diligence in teaching their children 
themselves the first principles of the doctrine of Christ; and that they 
use like care and diligence in seeing that their children attend punctually 
and steadily the Sunday Schools of their respective Parishes. 

2. Resolved, That it be recommeeded to the Clergy to take the en- 
tire oversight and charge of their Sunday Schools, appointing such per- 
sons only to be teachers in the same, as by examination or otherwise, 
they may know to be pious and competent to instruct. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of every member of the Church in 
this Diocese to unite in establishing or improving if already established 
Episcopal Academies or other schools, for the higher instruction of 
youth, and not to expose the children of the Church to be perverted by 
sectarian influences. 

4. Resolved, As the sense of this Convention, that it is the duty of 
every member of the Church in this Diocese, and the interest of all other 
Churchmen to promote the welfare of Washington College. 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE MOTHER. 


I saw a mother and her son, 

Seated beside a glassy run, 

Their couch was form’d by nature’s hand, 
Their cheeks the gentle zephyr fann’d, 
One hand was laid upon his head, 
Whilst she to him the bible read; 
Closing the book of God she spoke, 
And bid him all around him look; 

But one great hand form’d all you see: 
That murmuring brook, that lofty tree, 
Those mountains, tow’ring to the skies, 
The eagle proud, that o’er them flies, 
Yon pretty songster owns his care, 

And his hand form’d that frighten’d deer, 
The sun that proudly walks the sky, 

Is by His power held upon high, 

The moon that sheds her silver light, 
That beams to gladden gloomy night, 
And stars that glitter far above, 

Are all the works of heavenly love, 
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And all you see within this vale, 

God as their Maker ever hail. 

You are the work of this great power 

His care upholds you every hour ; 

Oh, then, my son, give Him your heart, 

And His great love will ne’er depart. K, 


SSS 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephens’ Chapel.—That for Au- 
gust was delivered by the Assistant Minister of St. Michaels Church— 
| subject, an abstract of the annual report of our General Missionary So- 
1) ciety, and practical inferences from the same. ‘The obligation of 
a) abounding more and more in the Missionary beneficence was strongly 
iia urged. ‘The amount collected was $36. 


Hit Circular to the Members of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South- 
Carolina :—Brethren—It has again been deemed proper, by the coun- 
cils of our Church, to bring to your notice, the importance of releasing 
the Bishop from the obligation of regular parochial duty, and enabling 
him to extend his influence and supervision throughout the whole Dio- 
cese: This object has been before our Convention since the year 1818, 
and we state, with regret, that the Fund then originated, now only 
amounts to $15,211 06, (see Journal of Convention, 1841.) 'To increase 
this fund, by allowing, without substraction, the whole inccme to be 
invested, and with the earnest desire to attain at an earlier date, the 
more efficient discharge of Episcopal duty, a Committee was appointed 
to propose a plan, and take such action thereon, as they might deem 
expedient: The undersigned would, therefore, respectfully submit to 
you the annexed “ Plan,” which, with trifling alterations, has been, by 
one of our sister Dioceses, carried successfully into operation. They 
ask of you, but a loan without interest, until the income of our “ Per- 
manent and Common Funds” shal] be adequate to the end contemplated, 
when the amounts subscribed will be returned to you, if desired: May 
we not hope, that before the next meeting of the Convention, our list 
will be full, and we have the satisfaction to report ‘‘ that the plan has 
been successful—the sum raised, and that our Bishop may now be re- 
leased from parochial duty, and occupy the more elevated situation, 
which, by the Constitution of the Church, he was designed to fill.’’ 
Subscriptions will be thankfully received by each of the Committee at 
their places of residence. James H. Ladson, 8 Meeting-street ; C. G. 
Memminger, Wentworth-street ; Joseph W. Faber, Hampstead; A. H. 
Belin, 15 Archdale-street ; James Jervey, Lauwrens-strect. 


A plan to raise a sum of money in aid of the “ Bishop’s Fund.”—Ast. 

The sum of $50,000 shall be raised by subscription, and placed in the 

hanes of the Treasurer of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the ad- 

vancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, which Society shall act as 

Trustees for the Subscribers, and cause the same to be vested in a secure 

| and productive stock or fund. 2nd. The interest of this Fund shall be 
f paid over, under the direction af the Convention, by the Trustees, to 
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the Rt. Rev. Bishop of the Diocese. Srd. Whenever the interest or 
income of the “ Bishop’s Permanent Fund” shall amount to the sum of 
Three Thousand Dollars per annum, the Trust Fund shall be returned 
to the subscribers rateably. 4th. This Fund to be raised, shall be called 
the “ Loan in aid of the Bishop’s Permanent Fund in the Diocese of 
South Carolina,” and the Trustees shall have power to invest in such 
securities as they may think proper, and to change the same from time 
to time; and they shall exhibit a statement of this fund, whenever they 
shall be required by the Subscribers, or a majority of them in number 
and amount, and also annually report its condition to the Convention of 
this Diocese. Sth. The money so subscribed shall not be called for 
until it amount to the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, and then it shall 
be paid forthwith to the Trustees, who shall deliver to each Subscriber 
a Certificate setting forth his interest in the Fund. 


General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Ghurch.— 
The Trustees had special meetings in November and December, and 
(on nomination by the worthy founder,) the Rev. J. D. O’Gilby was 
unanimously elected Professor of Ecclesiastical History, in the room of 
Bishop Whittingham who had resigned. Resolutions expressive of 
gratitude to Bishop W. were passed. The Treasurer reported that to 
meet the current expenses only $1,445 had been received, ($229 from 
three Churches in South-Carolina,) whereas the difference between the 
expenditure and the total income was $1,848—and during the two years 
last past $3,309 had been taken from the capital, so that the whole de- 
ficieucy was about $5,148—only eight of the Dioceses had contributed 
in the year 1840-1841. The number of Students reported is 69, of 
whom 21 finished, at this anniversary, their course of study. The Li- 
brary was increased by 118, and now contains 8,083 volumes. These 
resolutions were passed “ that the plan proposed for the gratuitous ad- 
mission of the Students of the Seminary to a school of church music, 
under the charge of Dr. Hodges, has the cordial approbation of the 
Board, and that the Students are recommended to attend the same un- 
der the direction of the Faculty”—and “that this Board and the Semi- 
nary are not responsible for the ministerial acts, in administering the 
sacraments of the individual Professors of the Seminary, and that such 
acts do but express the opinions and views of the individuals con- 
cerned”—also *‘ that a Committee be appointed to inquire concerning 
the expediency of extending the course of study in the Seminary to 
four years ; and should such extension be deemed by them expedient, 
that they have power to confer with the Faculty, and to prepare a plan 
for a course of study; and that they be instructed to report to this Board 
at its approaching triennial meeting.” In this extract we take a special 
interest, as two of the class were from our viocese. ‘ Of this class, 
now to bid adieu to the Seminary, your Committee beg leave to express 
their approbation; and they feel persuaded that they will do credit to the 
Institution and Professors, under whose auspices they have been thus 
prepared to be useful in the discharge of the pastoral duties of the 
Church.” 

The Board adjourned to meet Oct. 5th, the day before the meeting of 
the next General Convention in New-York. The Professorship of 
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‘Pastoral Theology and pulpit eloquence,” almost indispensable to 
such an institution, we regret to say is still vacant—there being no 
means of sustaining it. The measures for its endowment advance but 
slowly, if at all. Are there no members of the Church able, and gener- 
ous to make a foundation for it, as has been done by a single individual 
for another of our Professorships? There are at least two other Pro- 
fessorships, the instituting of which would add much to the efficiency 
of this “ School of the Prophets.” ° 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—‘ The Spirit of Missions” for July, is full of interesting mat- 
ter. We give a specimen to encourage the reading of the whole :—“ It 
will be seen that the difference in favor of the contributions of the pre- 
sent year, is $6,374 22.” The highest contribution is from the Diocese 
of New- York—the next South-Carolina—the next Pennsylvania—Con- 
necticut, next—then Maryland, and then Virginia, &c. ‘The number 
of missionaries employed the whole or some part of the year, is 95; and 
the number of places in which they have officiated, has been 236.” * 
* ‘Never in a single year has so large a number of missionaries been 
employed, nor so large an amount of labor been performed. The 95 
missionaries, above reported, have completed 75 years of missionary 
service, or about fifty per cent. more than the yearly average since 1835. 
Never also ina single year has so large an addition to the number of 
communicants been reported, nor have so many evidences of outward 
prosperity and of growth in holiness, been afforded. These results 
present a subject of devout thankfulness to God, who has thus blessed 
the labors of his servants, and furnish evidence of the strong hold which 
this cause is gradually gaining upon the affections and support of the 
Church. 678 parishes have contributed in some or all of these six years ; 
the average number annually contributing has been 276; and the num- 
ber which have the last year contributed, has been 397; being 91 more 
than in any former year, 121 more than the average number during the 
six years, and 135 more than contributed the previous year.” * * 
**It is believed that the Spirit of Missions has been hailed as a welcome 
visiter, and essentially contributed to awaken and foster an interest in the 
missionary work, and to advance in various ways the noble objects for 
which the Board of Missions was established. The Committee trust the 
time is not far distant, when it will be found in every family of our com- 
munion throughout the United States.” * * “The whole number 
of Churches which have been established by the agency of the general 
missionary operations of the Church, and are now self-supporting, is 
44; of which 8 became self-supporting before 1835, and the remaining 
36 since that period.” The missionary at Athens writes :—“ The testi- 
mony of that dying child to the efficacy of divine truth in renewing and 
sanctifying the heart, will never be forgotten by the weeping family 
who surrounded her bed that night. Of a truth ‘out of the mouths of 
babes can the Lord ordain praise.’ That scene alone, could it have been 
viewed by those (if anysuch there are,) who doubt the expediency or util- 
ity of our mission, would surely have removed their scruples and disarmed 
their opposition. The death-beds of Chariklea and Penelope alone 
would afford your missionaries abundant consolation, were they com- 
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manded, even now, to bring their labors to a premature close.” * * 
«© In Greece the practical importance of Christian education has been 
brought distinctly before the nation in the midst of tendencies strongly 
adverse to religious principle, and the government has for several years 
maintained at the mission 12 female pupils, preparatory to their becom- 
ing government teachers.” * * In China, “‘beside the education of 
16 of these youths, Mr. Boone has superintended two day schools— 
Chinese and Malay—afiording in each continued religious instruction. 
The mission is now to be removed to the confines of China, in the pros- 
pect of improved health, and enlarged usefulness.” * * In Africa 
‘more than 100 pupils, taken principally from the children of the native 
chiefs and head men, have been received into the Mission stations, and 
thus separated from heathen parents, are preparing to become teachers 
to their countrymen. Several of the older pupils have been baptized 
into the Christian faith, and a part of these are now employed as teach- 
ers. ‘The Gospel is preached at three stations, to several hundred of 
the natives, each Sunday.” The monthly report gives for Domestic 
Missions $1,883—from South-Carolina $175 ; for Foreign $1,463—from 
South-Carolina $112. The “Spirit of Missions” for August, reports 
for Domestic Missions $828—of which $230 from South-Carolina; for 
Foreign $719—from South-Carolina $99. 


Kentucky.—The 13th Annual Diocesan Convention was held May 
13th and 14th—present, the Bishop, 7 of the Clergy, and 5 of the Lay- 
Delegates. There are inthis Diocese 21 Clergymen. 

A special Convention was held Dec. 29th and 30th, 1840—present, 
the same number—JIt was Resolved, “That this Convention do hereby 
accept the overtures of Shelby College, relative to placing said institu- 
tion under the care of the Protestant Episcopal Church.” 


Maryland.—The Annual Diocesan Convention was held May 26th 
and 27th—present, the Bishop, 53 of the Clergy, and 49 Lay-Delezates. 
There are in this Diocese 75 Clergymen, 63 of whom are entitled to 
seats in the Convention, 78 congregations having 106 places of worship, 
and 14 candidates for orders. The state of this Diocese is fully set forth 
in the address of the Bishop, extracts from which appear among our 
** Selections” for this number. 

Massachusetts —The 51st Annual Diocesan Convention was held 
June 9th—present, the Bishop, 23 of the Clergy, and Lay-Deputies 
representing 13 Parishes. The Bishop’s address is not published with 
the Journal. There are in this Diocese 52 Clergymen. 

Rhode Island.—The 51st Annual Convention was held June 8th and 
9th—present, 7 of the Clergy, and 18 Lay-Delegates. There are in 
this Diocese 18 Clergymen. On Wednesday, at 6, A. M., there was 
“ Divine Service” (we presume “ Morning Prayer,) at half past 7, P. M. 
the Ante-Communion was read—the Sermon was preached, and the 
Holy Communion administered. At 10 o’clock, P. M., the Convention 
adjourned. That the immemoral usage of our Church, both in Europe 
and America, is to have public Holy Communion after Morning Prayer, 
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will not be denied, and we humbly conceive the expediency of its admin- 
istration at night may well be questioned. But we live in the days of 
change and experiment. In the report of the Board of Missions it is 
said to be useful “to awaken and sustain spirituality in Churches al- 
ready established.’ But we demur, whether this good object is better 
obtained by the preaching of strangers than by ¢hat of the stated pastor, 
and whether it is proper for ministers to leave their own parish unsup- 
plied—while they are ministering in a parish which has its own Minister. 


See 2 Cor. x. 16. 


Tennessee.-—The 13th Annual Convention was held June 30th, and 
July 1st, 2d, and 3d—present, the Bishop, 9 of the Clergy, and Dele- 
ates from 6 Parishes. There are in this Diocese 11 Clergymen and 
14 Parishes. Measures were adopted for the support of the bishop, and 
for entertaining the proposition to transfer the Episcopal Church, Jack- 
son College, now in connexion with another denomination unable to 


sustain it. a 


Bishop Doane.—-He was present at the recent examination of Kings 
College, London, and in answer to a compliment from the Chairman, 
Sir R. Inglis, made an address which was pronounced to be eloquent 
and feeling. He preached in “* All Soul’s Church, St. Mary Le Bone,” 
on the observance of the Sabbath, and “ most readily read the Prayer 
for the Queen.” He is about to preach at the opening of the new Parish 
Church, Leeds.—Church Record. 

Connecticut—The 57th Annual Convention was held June 8th and 
9th——present, the Bishop, 54 of the Clergy, and 49 Lay-Deputies. There 
are of this Diocese 88 Clergymen, 9 Candidates for orders, and 90 
Churches. In his very interesting report, the Rector of Christ Church, 
Middleton, says: “ The apparent stationary condition of our Parishes 
is no evidence of a want of increase. The population of the State has 
apparently continued stationary, or nearly so, for the last thirty years; 
but Connecticut has poured her overflowing population into our new re- 

ions. And sv it may be with our Parishes. Every sound Churchman 
and faithful Pastor may cheer his heart by the consideration that the 
lively stones of his spiritual edifice, though taken from it, go to build up 
many a fair and goodly edifice in a distant land. Without detracting 
from the value of Missionary labors, it may safely be affirmed that those 
of the Connecticut Pastor are equally important. He is at the fountain 
head; and if the fountain be kept pure, the far distant stream will feel its 
influence. ‘* The second subject which the state of the Parish of Middle- 
town well illustrates, is the value of permanent ministrations. It has evi- 
dently flourished most while the means of grace have been most steadily 
administered. God sends his blessing upon his own institutions. A parish 
can never be prosperous that is perpetually changing its Minister; and 
on the other hand, the faithful and unwearied discharge of pastoral du- 
ties has more lasting influence than the temporary excitements of nov- 
elty or eloquence. The latter is, indeed, a rare gift, to be humbly 
enjoyed and not lightly prized ; but the increase of the Church depends 
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mainly on the power of God’s ordinances.” It appears, from statistics 
carefully collected, that within the last twenty years, the Episcopal 
Church in this State has almost doubled, while the poplutation of the 
State, during the same period, has gained about one eighth. 
Ecclesiastical History.—In the “‘ Memoirs of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church,” by Bishop White, it will be recollected is a letter dated 
in 1791, of Dr. Coke, the Methodist Bishop, and a hint as to hés being 
consecrated a Bishop in this country. The death of the celebrated 
Wm. Wilberforce, has brought to light a letter from Dr. Coke to him, 
dated in 1813, from which we make these extracts for the sake of “ the 
facts and opinions” they contain: “I wrote a letter about a fortnight 
ago to the Earlof Liverpool—observing that if his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, and the government should think proper to appoint me 
their Bishop in India, I would most cheerfully and gratefully accept the 
offer. In my letter to Lord Liverpool, 1 observed, that I should in case 
of my appointment to the Episcopacy of India, return most fully and 
faithfully into the bosom of the established Church, and do every thing 
in my power to promote its interests, and would submit to all such re- 
strictions in the fulfilment of my office, as the government and the bench 
of Bishops at home should think necessary. If 1 do not succeed in my 
views of India, and it were known among the preachers, that I had been 
taking the steps [ am now taking, (though from a persuasion that I am 
in the divine will in so doing) it might more or less affect my usefulness, 
and yet I cannot satisfy myself without making some advances in the 
business.” The whole letter is curious, and may be seenin the Church- 
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Extension of the Church.—At a meeting held in Whit-Sunday week 
1841, of Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England, it was re- 
commended to provide means for endowing Bishoprics in certain Brit- 
ish colonies, and elsewhere, for the spiritual care of the members of 
that Church residing there—13 places are named. 
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Wesley’s Testimony.—In his letter to the Methodists, when he sent 
over Dr. Coke, he says: “I have prepared a Liturgy, differing little 
from that of the Church of England, (1 think the best constituted na- 
tional Church in the world,) which I advise all the travelling preachers 
to use on the Lord’s day in all the congregations.” 
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Book of Common Prayer.—At the very moment that Presbyteri- 
ans in America were pressing Bishop Hobart with the triumphant 
question, ‘‘Of what use is the Prayer Book in converting the heathen ?” 
at that very moment were Presbyterian missionaries in, the Hast enga- 
ged in translating into those foreign tongues that very book, as being the 
greatest aid they could have in converting the heathen; and what is 
more, making the translation of it to precede, in some instances, that of the 
Scriptures themselves, as an expedient introduction of them to the narrow 
and bewildered minds of the heathen. Under date of September 4th, 
1817, Dr. Morrison, the * Apostle,” as he has been termed, of China, 
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thus writes home (himself a dissenter) to a Board of Dissenters :—* I 
have translated the Morningand Evening Prayers just as they stand inthe 
Book of Common Prayer, altering only those which relate to the rulers 
of the land. These 1 am printing, together with the Psalter, divided for 
the thirty days of the month. Lintend them as a help to social worship, 
and as affording excellent and suitable expressions for individual devo- 
tion. ‘The heathen, at first, requires helps for social devotion ; and to 
me it appeared, that the richness of devotional phraseology, the elevated 
views of the Deity, and the explicit and full recognition of the work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, were so many excellences, that a version of 
them into Chinese, as they were, was better for me than to new-model 
them.”—Bishop Hobari’s Life, pp. 383, 384. 

Heresy.—The Eclectic Review, a leading dissenting journal of Lon- 
don, in its publication of b’eb. 1832, made the following admission---that, 
out of 2583 Presbyterian congregations in Hngland, 235 were then Uni- 
tarian. In other words, in a body of between two and three hundred 
Churches, originally orthodox, as large a portion as eleven-twelfths had 
lapsed into grievous and fatal error.” What a comment upon the ten- 
dency of a departure from the apostolic ministry, and the primitive mode 
of worship !--- Utica Gospel Messenger. 

Daily Prayer.---{t was a good old custom in the Episcopal Churches 
to open the houses of worship for daily prayers. Men of business turned 
aside a few moments from the all-absorbing cares of the day, and looked 
to God, and thought of eternity. No Christian was the loser by spend- 
ing a few moments of business hours in communion with heaven. But 
such a custom would find little encouragement in these days, when mam- 
mon has more worshippers than God. It would be thought fanaticism 
to ask business men to give half an hour zn the day time to the contem- 
plation of eternal things.---NV. Y. Churchman. 

Exient of Episcopacy and the use of Liturgies.---The Episcopal con- 
stitution of the Christian ministry prevails over eleven-twelfths of the 
whole Christian world. Forms of Prayer, in public worship, are used 
by about seventeen twentieths of Christians.---Ban. of the Cross. 


—— 


CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 


13th Sunday after Trinity. 19. 15th Sunday after Trinity, one of the 
. 14th Sunday after Trinity. stated days for ordination. 

Me 21. St. Matthew the Apostle. 

. »Ember-Days. 26. 16th Sunday after Trinity 

29. St. Michael and All Angels. 
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Page 134, line 14 from top, for “head divine,” read bread and wine; page 15, for 
“hendling,” read handing; page 135, line 12 from top, for “ institutions.” read tm- 
structions ; page 150—this article was printed in the Gospel Messenger last year, we 
hope our readers will excuse the mistake of reprinting it. 











THOMAS’ SERMONS. 


NOW PUBLISHED AND READY FOR DELIVERY. 


The SERMONS of the Rev. EDWARD THOMAS, formerly Rector of Trinity 
Church, Edisto Island, late Rector of St. John’s Parish, Berkley, 8. C. in a neat duode- 
cimo volume of 474 pages. Price to subscribers, in muslin boards $2 50, in handsome 


binding $3 50. Subscribers are requested to send for their copies, to 
| A. E. MILLER, 25 Broad-street. 





NEW BOOKS FOR SALE, 
AT THE EPISCOPAL BOOK-STORE, NO. 25 BROAD-ST. 


Sutton on the Sacrament & Disce Mori; Wilson’s Sacra Privata; Patrick on Prayer ; 
Strive and Thrive; Origin of the Prayer Book ; Annals of the Poor; Episcopal Manual ; 
Themes for the Pulpit; Faber on Election ; Patrick on Prayer; -Heart’s Ease ; Sketches 
and Stories for young children; Clark’s Discourse on the late Fast; with many others 


suitable for Sunday and School Libraries. 
A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street. 


NEW BOOKS. 


BICKERSTETH on Baptism; Jackson on Baptism ; Bridges on the 119th Psalm ; 
Olmstead’s Philosophy ; Jay’s Memorial; Simms’ South-Carolina; Aids to Reflection ; 
Salvation for the Heathen; Stories on the Lord’s Prayer; Blunt’s Abraham and Jacob ; 
Blunt’s St Paul; Young Ladies Guide; Mrs. Steel’s; Journey in the West; Hellen 
Fleetwood, by Charlotte Elizabeth; Odenheimer on the Prayer Book; Woman’s Mis- 
sion ; Jay’s Jubilee Memoir; Helen of the Glen; Early Friendships; Family Secrets; 
Strive and Thrive ; Masterman Ready ; Agathos; Francis Lucas, or Visits to Aunt Clem- 
ent, with a variety of other Books for Sunday Schools. For sale at the Depository, No, 
25 Broad-st. . A, E. MILLER. 


CHURCH MUSIC. 


DR. BOYCE’S TE DEUM AND JUBILATE. 


J. A. SPARKS, No. 11i Nassau-street, New-York, begs leave to announce to the 
members and friends of the Episcopal Church, that he will publish, on the 10th of 
August next, in quarto form, handsomely engraved and printed, on the best music 
paper, a “MORNING SERVICE,” viz. TE DEUM aud JUBILATE, (in A.) 
By Wm. Boyce, Mus. Doct. Circ. 1760; adapted to the Liturgy of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, with an easy arrangement for the ORGAN and 
PIANO-FORTE, by Epwarp Honezs, Mus. Doct., Director of the Music of Trinity 
Church, N. Y. - The work will contain 18-quarto pages, with an engraved title A e, 
suitable in form to bind with other music. PRICE, SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS 
ae of the friends of Church Music of the highest order is respectfully 
solicited. 


Those in this city wishing copies of the work, will apply to A. E, Mitier. 











THE CHURCHMAN’S LIBRARY. 


To be published under the direction of Rt. Rev. BENJAMIN T. ONDERDONK, D- 
D., Bishop of New-York; and Rt. Rev. GEORGE W. DOANE, Bishop of New- 
Jersey. By Ricnarp & Grorce 8S. Woop, New-York. 


Numbers 1 and 2 received. 
Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 


BRITISH CRITIC. 


Qasr for the same received by A. E. Mitter. Particulars will be 
made known at this office, 
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Recevpts for the Gospel Messenger, for the following years: 


1837. VOL. XIV. ,; 1841. VOL. XVIII. 
Balance due, $72 07 | Am’t brought forward received, 262 


———— } Mrs. Henry M. Holmes, 3 

1838. VOL. XV. Rev. E. E. Ford, (Augusta,) 3 

Am’t brought forward received, 680 00 | Mrs, Alice Heyward, 3 
—_—_—_— 3 


Mr. N. R. Middleton, 
1839. VOL. XVI. 
Am’t brought forward received, 629 00 $274 00 


1840 VOL. XVII. Pe 
Am’t brought forward received, 668 00 
Mrs. Sarah Adams, (Augusta, ) 3 00 
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Mrs. R. Scott, 3 00 
674 00 











Church Socveties in South- Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treaturer, Thomas Gadsden, Esq. office No. 8 St. Michael’s Alley; Library in 
Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 12 to 2 o'clock. 
Annual subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 


2. Society, for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Esq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annuai subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 


3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Isaae 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of Tracts annuually. 


4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. 





BISHOP BROWNELL’S FAMILY PRAYER BOOK. 


In 1 volume royal octavo, 800 pages. Price $5. 
Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 


NOW IN THE PRESS, . , 


SERMONS on Christian Doctrines and Duties; by the late Right Rev. NATH’L 
BOWEN, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina, and Rector of St. 
Michael’s Church, Charleston. In two volumes. 

This valuable Work, which will be welcomed by the members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, the religious public generally, and the friends of the respected 
author particularly, will be put to press as soon as circumstances permit. 

There will be not less than Eighty Sermons; and in each volume about 500 pages. 
The price will be, for each volume, in muslin boards, $2 50; or handsomely bound, 
$3 50; PAYABLE ON DELIVERY. ' 

0 Persons disposed to aid in the publication, will do so by paying their subscription in 
advance to : A. E. MILLER, Pablaher. 





—— 





Spirit of Missions, | 
Published at New-York. The subscriber is Agent for South-Carolina 
A. E. MILLER. 





